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Background:  Cardiac tumors may be associated with embolic events but tumor embolic events associated with trauma have rarely been 
reported. We report a case of massive wide-spread embolization of atrial myxoma fragments after blunt trauma to the chest during a 
basketball game.
case:  A 24-year-old male student presented to our emergency department after playing basketball and sustaining blunt elbow trauma 
to his chest. He immediately experienced pre-syncope and severe pain, numbness and loss of motor control in both legs. Physical exam 
showed signs of massive embolism to the lower extremities with severe pain, absent pulses and skin mottling.
decision Making:  Echocardiography showed a 4 x 3 cm pedunculated left atrial mass attached to the atrial septum consistent with a left 
atrial myxoma (Fig. 1A). There was lateral hypokinesis with an ejection fraction of 25%. Computed tomography revealed embolism of the 
distal aorta extending to both common iliac arteries, splenic and renal infarcts. Multidisciplinary surgery revealed limb ischemia and a large 
amount of myxomatous material was removed from the affected arteries (Fig. 1C). A large gelatinous left atrial myxoma was retrieved (Fig. 
1B). The distal left anterior descending artery was occluded with embolic material and deemed inoperable. The patient later required lower 
limb amputations and hemodialysis.
conclusion:  Blunt chest trauma may cause rupture of an atrial myxoma and wide-spread embolization of its fragments resulting in 
significant morbidity.
